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Simiyu, L., Stamps, K., Ndetei, D., Mutiso, V., & Witte, S. S. (Manuscript under review). Protocol for 
adapting and implementing a pilot intervention for intimate partner violence and mental health 
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Witte, S. S., & Winter, S. C. (2024). PAR in action: Empowerment of women through paid 
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Balakrishnan, A., Dzombo, M., Ukoh, E., Achieng, S. O., Plaxico, L., Obara, L. M., Lincoln, C., 
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TEACHING INTERESTS 
Global Health; Human Behavior and The Social Environment; Violence Against Women and 
Children; Research Methods; Global Social Work; Qualitative Methods 
 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
Instructor, Global Health Perspectives, undergraduate students. Rutgers 
University, Edward J Bloustein, School of Planning and Public Policy 

Spring, 2024, 
Summer 2024, 
Fall 2024,  
Spring 2025, 
Summer 2025, 
Fall 2025. 
 

Teaching Assistant, Global Health Perspectives, In-person, Rutgers University, 
Edward J Bloustein School of Planning and Public Policy 

Spring, 2022 



 
 
RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 
Consultant   
Institution: Columbia University, School of Social Work, New York, 

Supervised a combined Intimate Partner Violence and 
Mental Health Intervention (Wings+PM+ and PM+) in 
Nairobi, Kenya 
 

2024 

Graduate Assistant 2021-2024 
Institution: Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey - Center for 

Research on Ending Violence (REV) 
 

 

Project title: JAIA YOUth (Just as I am Youth)  
Description: Worked on a project focused on training youth from 

underrepresented communities in New York City on 
Mindful leadership 
 

 

Project title: PLP (Parent Linking Program)  
Description: worked on a project focused on supporting young parents in 

high schools in New Jersey. Broad roles included: 
Conducting in-depth interviews, conducting focused group 
discussions, organizing a photovoice session, conducting a 
Literature review, data analysis, and report writing. 
 

 

Project title: OUTSMART  
Description: Helped design a best practices toolkit and coalition building 

for Owners and managers of nightclubs, restaurants, and 
bars to prevent and end sexual violence. 
 

 

Project title: AMARD&V (Artists Mentoring Against Racism, Drugs, & 
Violence) 

 

Description: I was a research assistant in a project aimed at empowering 
young people to transform their Lives, their attitudes about 
themselves, and their community, as well as develop skills 
that equip them for a successful education and a healthy 
future. 
 

 

Research Manager (Independent Contractor) 2019-2021 
Institution: Columbia University, School of Social Work, New York  
Project title: Investigated barriers and facilitators to the prevention, 

treatment, and response to gender-based violence in 
informal settlements in Nairobi, Kenya 

 

Description: Consulting research manager focused on identifying 
organizations that address GBV in informal settlements and 

 



exploring barriers and facilitators to prevent and response to 
GBV in these settlements. 
 

Research Assistant 2019 
Institution: Edward J. Bloustein School of Planning and Public Policy, 

Rutgers University, USA 
 

Project title: Tackling gender norms and gender-based violence through 
women's sports in rural Kenya 

 

Description: I was a research assistant on a project focused on women’s 
empowerment, perceptions of gender norms, efficacy, 
health, and experiences of violence in Kwale County and 
assisted in data collection, analysis, interpretation, and 
presentation of results. 
 

 

Research Assistant 2016-2018 
Institution: University of Nairobi, Kenya  
Project title: Youth in Kenya: The Paradox of Intervention and Impact  
Description: I helped with data collection, analysis, interpretation, and 

presentation of results from an exploratory study that 
identified challenges that youth encounter and developing 
solutions to leadership, corruption, and integrity in Kenya 
 

 

Project title: University of Nairobi, Rapid Assessment Survey  
Description: Data Collection among teaching and non-teaching staff, 

examining the level of services they receive from the 
University of Nairobi, and a Corruption Perception Survey. 
 

 

Project title: Construction of Knowledge Societies, Building Communities 
for Wealth Creation in Kenya 

 

Description: My broad roles included: data collection and analysis; 
interpretation and presentation of results; and report writing 
from a longitudinal evaluation on matters related to 
knowledge of the Constitution of Kenya 2010, specifically 
Chapters 4 and 6 
 

 

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 
Society for Social Work & Research (SSWR) 
American Public Health Association (APHA) 
 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
Software: SPSS, NVivo, Atlas, STATA, Latent Gold 
 
VOLUNTEERING AND COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 
Volunteer - Finnish Red Cross - 2015 
Arrangement and distribution of in-kind donations, as well as participation in fundraising efforts. 



Activities include arranging relief items and providing psychological support to refugees and asylum 
seekers who had undergone abuse on the way to Europe. 
 
Volunteer - Anoka Community Mission – 2025 
Collaborate with team members to sort and organize donations, ensuring efficient distribution of food, 
clothing, and toiletries to families in need. 
 

 


