EDUCATION

CURRICULUM VITAE

Edward J. Alessi, Ph.D., LCSW
Professor
School of Social Work
Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey
ealessi@ssw.rutgers.edu

Ph.D., Social Work, May 2010
New York University Silver School of Social Work

M.S., Social Work, Advanced Clinical Practice, 2001
Columbia University School of Social Work

B.A., Sociology, with honors, 1999

Ithaca College

FELLOWSHIPS

Visiting Research Fellow, Institute of Advanced Studies (IAS) at University College London (UCL),
London, United Kingdom, January 2-April 15, 2023

Summer Institute in LGBT Population Health, The Fenway Institute & Boston University School of
Public Health, Boston, MA, July 18-August 12, 2011

ACADEMIC POSITIONS

3/2022-

7/2011-

Faculty Affiliate, Immigrant and Refugee Research Institute, University at
Buffalo, Buffalo, NY

Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey, New Brunswick, NJ

School of Social Work

Professor, July 2024 to present

MSW Program Director, September 2022 to July 2025
Associate Professor (with tenure), July 2017 to June 2024
Assistant Professor, July 2011 to June 2017

Courses Taught:
Qualitative Research (PhD)

Knowledge and Theory Development in Social Work and the Social Sciences
(PhD)

Dissertation Seminar (PhD)

Clinical Social Work I and II (Master’s)

Clinical Assessment and Diagnosis (Master’s)

Sexual and Gender Diversity in Social Work (Master’s)

Rutgers Global Health
March 2021-present, Core Faculty Member

Center for Research on Ending Violence
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November 2017-present, Faculty Affiliate

1/2011-7/2011 Part-Time Lecturer, School of Social Work, Rutgers, The State University
of New Jersey

9/2008-12/2010 Adjunct Instructor, Graduate School of Social Service, Fordham University

9/2007-12/2010 Adjunct Instructor, Silver School of Social Work, New York University

AWARDS & HONORS

PhD Program Professor of the Year Award—selected by Rutgers School of Social Work PhD students
(2024-2025)

2023 Outstanding Reviewer, Journal of Traumatic Stress (one of the top reviewers of the year for the
journal).

Rutgers University Chancellor’s Scholar (2017-2022)—5-year research award (totaling $25,000) given at
tenure to recognize the work of faculty with the potential to conduct outstanding research at the Associate
Professor level.

2021 Journal of Social Work Education’s best qualitative article. (Wagaman, M. A., Alessi, E. J., et al.
Interrupting hetero- and cisnormativity in social work programs: LGBTQ+ student strategies for

increasing inclusion. Journal of Social Work Education, 57, 342-356.)

Rutgers University Presidential Fellowships for Teaching Excellence Award (2017-2018 Trustees
Research Incentive Program, $1000)

Professor of the Year Award—selected by Rutgers School of Social Work students for 4 academic years
in a row (2015-16, 2014-15, 2013-14, 2012-13)

Innovative and Creative Teaching Award—selected by Rutgers School of Social Work students for the
2011-12 academic year.

GRANT-FUNDED PROJECTS

External

Title: A Mixed-Methods Study of the Social Ecological and Integration Factors Associated with HIV
Prevention Behaviors Among Latino/x Sexual Minority Migrant Men in the U.S.

Role: MPI (Other MPI: Robles, USC Dworak-Peck School of Social Work)

Funding Source: National Institute on Minority Health and Health Disparities (R21MD019227-01A1)
Dates: 6/24/24-1/31/26

Amount: $275,000 (direct); $431,000 (Total)

Title: INTECHgration: How ICTs Facilitate Integration and Promote the Resilience of Sexual and Gender
Minority Emerging Adult Migrants in the United States

Role: PI

Funding Source: Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) Partnership Grant through
the University of Toronto Partnership (S. Craig: PI, Partnership Grant)

Dates: 7/1/20-6/30/21

Amount: $30,000 (CAD; direct)



Title: How Do Traumatic Events Shape the Decision-Making of LGBTQ Homeless Youth in NYC to
Engage in Survival Sex?
Role: PI

Funding Source: National Institute of Justice
Dates: 10/1/18-9/30/19
Amount: $66,527 (direct)

Title: Advancing Capacity: Behavioral Health in Integrated Primary Care
Role: Co-I (PI: B. Caldwell, Rutgers School of Nursing)

Funding Source: Health Resources and Service Administration (HRSA)
Dates: 9/15/17-9/14/21

Amount: $1,920,000 (direct)

Title: LGBTQ+ Social Work Student Narratives: Identifying Advocacy Strategies to Enhance LGBTQ+
Inclusion

Role: Co-Investigator (PI: A. Wagaman, VCU)

Funding Source: Council on Social Work Education

Dates: 2/1/16-1/31/17

Amount: $1,600

Internal

Title: The Development of an HIV Prevention Group Intervention for MSM and Transgender Migrants in
South Africa

Role: PI

Funding Source: Rutgers Global Health Institute

Dates: 7/1/20-9/30/22

Amount: $10,000

Title: Raising our Voices: Using Focus Groups to Understand the Experiences of Sexual and Gender
Minority Newcomers in South Africa

Role: PI

Funding Source: Rutgers Research Council

Dates: 9/1/2019-8/31/2020

Amount: $1,800

Title: Do Therapist Affirmative Practices Influence Psychological Well-Being in Sexual Minority
Clients?

Role: PI

Funding Source: Rutgers Research Council

Dates: 9/1/16-8/31/17

Amount: $1,700

Title: Stress, Mental Health, and Resilience among LGBT Forced Migrants in the U.S. and Canada

Role: PI (Collaborator: S. Kahn, McGill University)

Funding Source: Rutgers Centers for Global Advancement and International Affairs (GAIA) International
Collaborative Research Grant

Project Dates: 3/9/15-3/8/16

Amount: $6,000

Title: Determinants of Gay Affirmative Practice among Mental Health Practitioners



Role: PI

Funding Source: Rutgers University Faculty Research Grant Program
Project Dates: 7/1/12-6/30/13

Amount: $24,000

OTHER RESEARCH PARTNERSHIPS
Title: Culturally Informed, Intersectional Responses to Sexual Violence among Cisgender, Heterosexual
Men and LGBTIQ+ Individuals in Complex Humanitarian Emergencies

Role: Investigator (with Katherine Gambir, Women’s Refugee Commission)
Dates: 1/1/23-12/31/24

Title: New Center of Excellence on LGBTQ+ Behavioral Health Equity

Role: Consultant (PI: M. Matarese, University of Connecticut)

Funding Source: Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA)
Dates: 11/1/20-10/31/25

Title: ‘Queery’ing Resilience: Leveraging Information and Communication Technologies to Negotiate
Gender and Sexual Minority Youth Identity and Wellbeing Within Diverse Global Contexts

Role: Co-Applicant with others (PI: S. Craig, University of Toronto).

Funding Source: SSHRC 2017 Partnership Grant

Dates: 4/1/18-3/31/25

Title: Toward a Model of Sexual/Gender Identity Acculturation for Sexual and Gender Minority Migrants
Role: Co-Investigator (PI: S. Kahn, McGill University)

Funding Source: SSHRC Insight Development Grant

Dates: 6/1/17-5/31/19

PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS
(Post-doctoral mentee coauthor.” PhD student-mentee coauthor.* MSW student-mentee coauthor.**

Google H-index = 34
Scopus H-index = 26
Top 2% Scientists List (Stanford/Elsevier): 2024, 2022, 2020 (Social Sciences)

1. Alessi, E. J., Alexander, L.,* Zuch, M.,* Hillel, R. S., Parekh, M., Aziz, A., & Zadeh, L. (2025).
How does necropower shape the everyday experience of LGBTQ+ people seeking asylum in

England and Wales? Perspectives from providers and directly affected people. Sociology
Compass, 19, 1-13. 70086

2. Alessi, E. J., Alexander, L.,* Lee, Y. G.,” Fletcher, C., Aziz, A., & Zadeh, L. (2025). How do
legal aid cuts in England and Wales impact LGBTQ+ people seeking asylum? Perspectives from
providers and directly affected people. Sexuality Research and Social Policy, 22, 787-802.

Coverage: https://www.rainbowmigration.org.uk/news/how-do-legal-aid-cuts-impact-gbtqi-
people-seeking-asylum/

3. Chaudhry, A.,* Hebert-Beirne, J., Alessi, E. J., Khuzam, M., Uchechi, M., Molina, Y., Wasfie,
D., Fox, S., & Abboud, S. (2025). Barriers and facilitators to healthcare utilisation for Arab
sexual minority women migrants in the United States. Culture, Health & Sexuality, 27, 495-510.


https://www.rainbowmigration.org.uk/news/how-do-legal-aid-cuts-impact-gbtqi-people-seeking-asylum/
https://www.rainbowmigration.org.uk/news/how-do-legal-aid-cuts-impact-gbtqi-people-seeking-asylum/

10.

11.

12.

13.

Chaudhry, A.,* Hebert-Beirne, J., Alessi, E. J., Khuzam, M., Uchechi, M., Molina, Y., Wasfie,
D., Fox, S., & Abboud, S. (2025). Exploring the health impact of intersectional minority identity
stressors on Arab sexual minority women migrants to the United States. Qualitative Health
Research, 35, 305-318.

Gambir, K., Hutchison, C.,* Alexander, L.,* & Alessi, E. J. (2024). Addressing the needs of
cisgender, heterosexual men and LGBTIQ+ survivors of sexual violence: A scoping review of
service delivery and funding priorities among humanitarian organisations. Global Public Health,
19, 2371389. (Corresponding author.)

Chaudhry, A.,* Abboud, S., Hanneke, R., Alessi, E. J., Mitchell, U., Molina, Y., Chelbi, P., &
Hebert-Beirne, J. (2024). The health needs of sexual and gender minority migrant women to the
United States: A scoping review. LGBT Health, 11, 1-19.

Alexander, L.,* & Alessi, E. J. (2024). A critical review of the conceptualization of empathy:
Toward a deeper understanding for clinical social work practice. Clinical Social Work Journal,
52, 300-309.

Alessi, E. J., Lee, Y. G.," Chikalogwe Pilirani, V., Tarusarira, W., Raymond, H., Lynn, M., ** &
Kahn, S. (2023). Pilot study of an arts and theatre-based HIV prevention intervention for
cisgender men who have sex with men and transgender women migrants in South Africa:
Acceptability, feasibility, and preliminary efficacy. Health Education Research, 38, 392-411.

Coverage: https://www.who.int/data/GIS/refugee-and-migrant-health/dashboard

Selected for the World Health Organization's global efforts to promote the health of
refugees and migrants. Meets Global Action (GAP) Priority 1: Promote the health of
refugees and migrants through a mix of short and long-term Public Health interventions.

Alessi, E. J., Kahn, S., Ast, R.,* Cheung, S. P.,* Lee, E. O. J, & Kim, H. (2023). Learning from
practitioners serving LGBTQ+ forced migrants and other diverse groups: Implications for a
culturally-informed, affirmative practice. Journal of the Society for Social Work and Research,
14, 609-631. (The first two authors’ names are listed alphabetically—equal authorship.)

Lee, Y. G.," Alessi, E. J., Lynn, M.,** Starks, T. J., & Robles, G. (2023). Everyday
discrimination and HIV testing among partnered Latino/x sexual minority men in the United
States: A stratified analysis by birth location. AIDS Education and Prevention, 35, 376-389.

Cheung, S.,* Alessi, E. J., Kahn, S., & Chikalogwe, V. P. (2023). ‘The sky is the limit. So I just
hope, one day, I will reach my destiny:” Hope, uncertainty, and disillusionment among LGBTQ+
migrants in South Africa. Ethnic and Racial Studies, 46, 2192-2219.

Alessi, E. J., Cheung, S.,* Sarna, V., Dentato, M. P., Eaton, A., & Craig, S. L. (2023).
Experiences of COVID-19 pandemic-related stress among sexual and gender minority emerging
adult migrants in the United States. Stress & Health, 39, 414-428.

Alessi, E. J., & Kahn, S. (2023). Toward a trauma-informed qualitative research approach:
Guidelines for ensuring the safety and promoting the resilience of research participants.



14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

Qualitative Research in Psychology, 20, 121-154. (The authors’ names are listed alphabetically—
equal authorship.)

Austin, A., Dentato, M. P., Holzworth, J., Ast, R.,* Verdino, A. P., Alessi, E. J., Craig, S. L., &
Eaton, A. D. (2023). Artistic expression as a source of resilience for transgender and gender
diverse young people. Journal of LGBT Youth, 20, 301-325.

Alessi, E. J., Cheung, S.,* Dentato, M. P., Eaton, A., & Craig, S. L. (2022) A qualitative
exploration of information and communication technology use among LGBTQ+ emerging adult
migrants before and after arrival in the United States. Emerging Adulthood, 10, 978-992.

Alessi, E. J., Kahn, S., Giwa, S., & Cheung, S.* (2022). “Those tablets, they are finding an empty
stomach:” A qualitative investigation of HIV risk among sexual and gender minority migrants in
Cape Town, South Africa. Ethnicity & Health, 27, 800-816.

Alessi, E. J., Caldwell, B., Zazzarino, A. S., Greenfield, B.,* & Findley, P. (2022). ‘You just
really have to assert yourself:” Social work, nursing, and rehabilitation counseling student
experiences of interprofessional practice before and after the immediate start of COVID-19. BMC
Health Services Research, 22, 88. https://doi.org/10.1186/s12913-022-07465-w

Alessi, E. J., Hutchison, C.,* & Kahn, S. (2022) Understanding COVID-19 through a complex
trauma lens: Implications for effective psychosocial responses. Social Work, 67, 79-87.

Published in Special Issue: Pandemics, Economics, Systems, and the Future of Social Work

Alessi, E. J., Cheung, S.,* Kahn, S., & Yu, M.* (2021). A scoping review of the experiences of
violence and abuse among sexual and gender minority migrants across the migration trajectory.
Trauma, Violence & Abuse, 22, 1339-1355.

Alessi, E. J., Greenfield, B.,* Manning, D.,** & Dank, M. (2021). Victimization and resilience
among sexual and gender minority homeless youth engaging in survival sex. Journal of
Interpersonal Violence, 36, 11236-11259.

Babel, R. A.,* Wang, P., Alessi, E. J., Raymond, H. F., & Wei, C. (2021). Stigma, HIV risk, and
access to HIV prevention and treatment services among men who have sex with men (MSM) in
the United States: A scoping review. AIDS and Behavior, 25, 3574-3604.

Burgess, A.,* Potocky, M., & Alessi, E. J. (2021). A preliminary framework for understanding
suicide risk in LGBTQ refugees and asylum seekers. Intervention, 19, 187-196.

Caldwell, B., Alessi, E. J., DiGiulio, M., Findley, P., Oursler, J. &, Wagner, M.
(2021). Integrating behavioral health into primary care: The role of psychiatric nursing in the
development of the interprofessional team. Issues in Mental Health Nursing, 42, 758-767.

Wieland, R.** & Alessi, E. J. (2021). Do the challenges of LGBTQ asylum applicants under
‘Dublin’ register with the European Court of Human Rights? Social & Legal Studies, 30, 405-
425.


https://doi.org/10.1186/s12913-022-07465-w

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

Giwa, S., Alessi, E. J., Carlson-Strain, M., & Mullings, D. V. (2021). Are we meeting the needs
of racialized LGBTQ immigrants and refugees in Newfoundland and Labrador? Findings from a
preliminary stakeholders’ consultation. International Journal of Social Welfare, 30, 342-352.

Alessi, E. J., Greenfield, B.,* Yu, M.,* Cheung, S.,* Giwa, S., & Kahn, S. (2021). Family,
friendship, and strength among LGBTQ+ migrants in Cape Town, South Africa: A qualitative
understanding. Journal of Social and Personal Relationships, 38, 1941-1960.

Alessi, E. J., Greenfield, B.*, Kahn, S., & Woolner, L. (2021). (Ir)reconcilable identities: Stories
of religion and faith for sexual and gender minority refugees who fled from the Middle East,
North Africa, and Asia to the European Union. Psychology of Religion and Spirituality, 13, 175-
183.

Greenfield, B.,* Alessi, E. J., Manning, D.,** Dato, C.,** & Dank, M. (2021). Learning to
endure: A qualitative examination of the protective factors of homeless gender minority youth
engaged in survival sex. International Journal of Transgender Health, 22, 316-329.

Wagaman, M. A., Alessi, E. J., Goffnett, J., Watts, K., lacono, G., Thomas, D., Paceley, M., &
Craig, S. L (2021). Interrupting hetero- and cisnormativity in social work programs: LGBTQ+
student strategies for increasing inclusion. Journal of Social Work Education, 57, 342-356.

Acevedo, S., Rivera, O., Potocky, M., Naseh, M., Alessi, E. J., & Burgess, A (2020). Creating
welcoming communities for LGBTQ migrants through living room-style chats. Journal of Ethnic
& Cultural Diversity in Social Work, 29, 244-249.

Alessi, E. J., Kahn, S., Greenfield, B.*, Woolner, L., & Manning, D.** (2020). A qualitative
exploration of the integration experiences of LGBTQ refugees who fled from the Middle East,
North Africa, and Central and South Asia to Austria and the Netherlands. Sexuality Research and
Social Policy, 17, 13-26.

Coverage: Mentioned as a resource in UNHCR’s LGBTIQ+ Refugees Integration
Handbook (under mental health and psychosocial well-being)
https://www.unhcr.org/handbooks/ih/age-gender-diversity/lgbtiq-refugees

Alessi, E. J., Dillon, F. R., & Van Der Horn, R.** (2019). The therapeutic relationship mediates
the association between affirmative practice and psychological well-being among lesbian, gay,
bisexual, and queer clients. Psychotherapy, 56, 229-240.

Alessi, E. J., & Kahn, S. (2019). Using psychodynamic interventions to engage in trauma-
informed practice. Journal of Social Work Practice, 33, 27-39.

Alessi, E. J., Kahn, S., Woolner, L., & Van Der Horn, R.** (2018). Traumatic stress among
sexual and gender minority refugees from the Middle East, North Africa, and Asia who fled to the
European Union. Journal of Traumatic Stress, 31, 805-815.

Coverage: Mentioned as a resource in UNHCR’s LGBTIQ+ Refugees Integration
Handbook (under mental health and psychosocial well-being)
https://www.unhcr.org/handbooks/ih/age-gender-diversity/lgbtiq-refugee
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35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

45.

Kahn, S., Alessi, E. J., Kim, H., Olivieri, C., & Woolner, L. (2018). Facilitating mental health
support for LGBT forced migrants in Canada: A qualitative inquiry. Journal of Counseling and
Development, 96, 316-326.

Also published in the joint special virtual issue between the Journal of Counseling &
Development and Counselling & Psychotherapy Research: Counsellors in Solidarity:
Centering Personal Development within More Just Social Environment (2021 May):
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/toc/10.1002/(ISSN)9999-0009.counsellors-in-solidarity

Kahn, S. & Alessi, E. J. (2018). Coming out under the gun: Exploring the psychological
dimensions of seeking refugee status for LGBT claimants in Canada. Journal of Refugee Studies,
31, 22-41.

Coverage: The article in this issue was selected as “Editor’s Choice.” Free access provided.
https://blog.oup.com/2018/06/lgbt-refugee-seeking-asylum/

Alessi, E. J., & Kahn, S. (2017). A framework for clinical practice with sexual and gender
minority asylum seekers. Psychology of Sexual Orientation and Gender Diversity, 4, 383-391.
(The authors’ names are listed alphabetically—equal authorship.)

Kahn, S., Alessi, E., Kim, H., Olivieri, C., & Woolner, L. (2017). Promoting the wellbeing of
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender forced migrants in Canada: Providers’ perspectives.
Culture, Health & Sexuality, 19, 1165-1179.

Craig, S. L., Austin, A., & Alessi, E. J., Mclnroy, L., & Keane, G. (2017). Minority stress and
HEROoic coping among ethnoracial lesbian and bisexual female adolescents: Intersections of
resilience. Journal of Adolescent Research, 32, 614-641.

Alessi, E. J., Kahn, S., & Van Der Horn, R.** (2017). A qualitative exploration of the
premigration adult victimization experiences of sexual and gender minority refugees and asylees
in the United States and Canada. The Journal of Sex Research, 54, 936-948.

Alessi, E. J., Sapiro, B.,* Kahn, S., & Craig, S. L. (2017). The first-year university experience for
sexual minority students: A grounded theory exploration. Journal of LGBT Youth, 14, 71-92.

Austin, A., Craig, S. L., & Alessi, E. J. (2017). Cognitive behavioral therapy with transgender
adults. Psychiatric Clinics of North America, 40, 141-156.

Alessi, E. J. (2016). Resilience in sexual and gender minority forced migrants: A qualitative
analysis. Traumatology, 22, 203-213.

Alessi, E. J., Dillon, F. R., & Kim, H. M.* (2016). Therapist correlates of attitudes toward sexual
minority individuals, affirmative counseling self-efficacy, and beliefs about affirmative practice.
Psychotherapy Research, 26, 446-458.

Alessi, E. J., Kahn, S., & Chatterji, S.* (2016). 'The darkest times of my life": Recollections of
child abuse among forced migrants persecuted because of their sexual orientation and gender
identity. Child Abuse & Neglect, 51, 93-105.



46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

Coverage: U.S. News & World Report, mycentraljersey.com (Gannett), Philadelphia
Inquirer, Daily Targum

Feature story: (Northeastern Public Radio) http://academicminute.org/2016/03/edward-
alessi-rutgers-university-lght-migrants/

Alessi, E. J., Dillon, F. R., & Kim, H. M.* (2015). Determinants of lesbian and gay affirmative
practice among heterosexual therapists. Psychotherapy, 52, 298-307.

Windsor, L., Jemal, A.* & Alessi, E. J. (2015). Cognitive behavioral therapy: A meta-analysis of
race and substance use outcomes. Cultural Diversity and Ethnic Minority Psychology, 21, 300-
313.

Dillon, F. R., Alessi, E. J., Craig, S. L., Ebersole, R. C., Kumar, S. M., & Spadola, C. (2015).
Development of the Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual Affirmative Counseling Self-Efficacy Inventory-
Short Form (LGB-CSI-SF). Psychology of Sexual Orientation and Gender Diversity, 2, 86-95.

Alessi, E. J. (2014). A framework for incorporating minority stress theory into treatment with
sexual minority clients. Journal of Gay & Lesbian Mental Health, 18, 47-66.

Alessi, E. J. (2013). Acknowledging the impact of social forces on sexual minority clients:
Introduction to the special issue on clinical practice with LGBTQ populations. Clinical Social
Work Journal, 41, 223-227.

Craig, S. L., Austin, A., & Alessi, E. (2013). Gay affirmative cognitive behavioral therapy for
sexual minority youth: Clinical adaptations and approaches. Clinical Social Work Journal, 41,
258-266.

Alessi, E. J., Martin, J. I., Gyamerah, A., & Meyer, L. H. (2013). Prejudice events and traumatic
stress among heterosexuals and lesbians, gay men, and bisexuals. Journal of Aggression,
Maltreatment & Trauma, 22, 510-526.

Alessi, E. J., Meyer, 1. H., & Martin, J. I. (2013). PTSD and sexual orientation: An examination
of criterion A1 and non-Criterion Al events. Psychological Trauma: Theory, Research, Practice,
and Policy, 5, 149-157.

Martin, J. 1., & Alessi, E. J. (2012). Victimization in a nationwide Internet sample of gay and
bisexual men. Journal of Gay & Lesbian Social Services, 24, 260-273.

Alvarez, M. B., & Alessi, E. J. (2012). Human trafficking is more than sex trafficking:
Implications for social work. Affilia—Feminist Inquiry in Social Work, 27, 142-152.

Martin, J. 1., & Alessi, E. J. (2010). Stressful events, avoidance coping, and unprotected anal sex
among gay and bisexual men. American Journal of Orthopsychiatry, 80, 293-301.

Alessi, E. J., & Martin, J. I. (2010). Conducting an Internet-based survey: Benefits, pitfalls, and
lessons learned. Social Work Research, 34, 122-128.

Grossman, A. H., Haney, A. P., Edwards, P., Alessi, E. J., Ardon, M., & Howell, T. J. (2009).
LGBT youth talk about experiencing and coping with school violence: A qualitative study.
Journal of LGBT Youth, 6, 24-46.


http://academicminute.org/2016/03/edward-alessi-rutgers-university-lgbt-migrants/
http://academicminute.org/2016/03/edward-alessi-rutgers-university-lgbt-migrants/

59. Alessi, E. J. (2008). Changing directions in HIV prevention: The move toward a psychosocial
model. Journal of Gay & Lesbian Social Services, 20, 273-287.

60. Alessi, E. J. (2008). Staying put in the closet: Examining clinical practice and
countertransference issues in work with gay men married to heterosexual women. Clinical Social
Work Journal, 36, 195-201.

EDITED WORKS
1.Alessi, E.J., Beardmore, L., Benuska, S., and Schnarrs, P. (Eds.) (in progress). Trauma and
posttraumatic stress among 2SLGBTQIA+ individuals and communities. Journal of Traumatic
Stress.

2. Alessi, E. J. (Ed.) (2013). Clinical practice with LGBTQ populations [Special issue]. Clinical
Social Work Journal, 41(3).

ARTICLES IN NON-REFEREED JOURNAL
1. Alessi, E. J., Kahn, S., & Pilirani Chikalogwe, V. (2021). Identifying and addressing the impacts of
COVID-19 on LGBTQ+ migrants in South Africa: A preliminary look. Georgetown Journal of
International Affairs. https://gjia.georgetown.edu/2021/02/01/identifying-and-addressing-the-
impacts-of-covid-19-on-lgbtq-migrants-in-south-africa-a-preliminary-look/

BOOK CHAPTERS

In progress
1.Alessi, E. J., Kahn, S., & Zuch, M.* A research agenda for LGBTQ+ resettlement. In M. Potocky

(Ed.), 4 research agenda for refugee resettlement. Edward Elgar Publishing.

Published
1. Alessi, E. J., Lee, Y.G.", & Kahn, S. (2025). Applying a disaster justice lens to LGBTQ+
refugees in complex emergencies. In D. Dominey-Howes, A. Rushton, W. Leonard, M.
Cianfarani, L. Overton, & H. Wu (Eds.). Queering disasters, climate change, and humanitarian
crises (pp. 127-145). Palgrave/Springer Nature.

2. Alessi, E. J., Kahn, S., Lee, E. O. J., & Cheung, S.* (2022). Sexual and gender minority
migrants. In M. P. Dentato (Ed.), Social work practice with the LGBTQ community: The
intersection of history, health, mental health and policy factors (2" ed.) (pp. 497-514). Oxford
University.

3. Alessi, E. J., Hartman, E., & Cheung, S.* (2022). Incorporating minority stress theory into
clinical practice with sexual minority populations. In M. P. Dentato (Ed.), Social work practice
with the LGBTQ community: The intersection of history, health, mental health and policy factors
(2" ed.) (pp. 302-323). Oxford University.

4. Lee,E.O.], Kahn, S., Alessi, E. J., & Leon, A. (2020). The mental health of sexual and gender
minority immigrants and refugees. In E. Rothblum (Ed.), Oxford handbook of sexual and gender
minority mental health (pp. 257-268). Oxford University.

5. Kahn, S., & Alessi, E. J. (2019). Whose story is it anyway? Supporting sexual and gender
minority asylum seekers in the preparation of their trauma narratives. In M. Jaffe, M. Conti, J.
Longhofer, & J. Floersch (Eds.), The social work and LGBTQ sexual trauma casebook:
Phenomenological perspectives (pp. 45-66). Routledge.
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Tin D. Vo, Wilfrid Laurier University School of Social Work. Exploring climate, wellbeing, resilience,
and resistance in 2SLGBTQ+ leisure spaces: A mixed methods study to advance inclusion. External
Examiner. Defended dissertation August 2022,

Tanzilya Owen, Fordham University Graduate School of Social Service. Deploying social capital and
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Alessi, E. J. (2023, April). Intersectional, Trauma-Informed Qualitative and Mixed Method Research with

Hypermarginalized LGBTQ+ individuals: Opportunities, Challenges, and Future Directions.
Keynote Speaker at Life Path Research’s ResilienceCon 2023, Nashville, Tennessee.

International

Using Qualitative Research and Arts- and Theatre-Based Methods to Engage, Develop, and Pilot Test a
Group HIV-Prevention Intervention for Sexual and Gender Minority Migrants in Cape Town, South
Africa. Presentation for NTU School of Psychology, School of Social Sciences, Nottingham Trent
University, Nottingham, UK—February 2023.

From Community Entry to Intervention Development: Migration, Trauma, and Sexual Health among
Migrants Identifying as Cisgender Gay/Bisexual Men and Transgender Women in Cape Town.
Presentation for the Centre for Migration and Diaspora Studies, SOAS, London—January 2023.

Experiences of Sexual Violence among Cisgender Gay/Bisexual and Gender-Diverse Individuals in Pre-
and Post-Migration Contexts: Using Multi-Method Research to Generate Practice Recommendations
for Treating Trauma and Promoting Resilience. Symposium: CRSV against men and boys.
Department of Medical Psychology and Medical Sociology at the University of Leipzig. Hannover,
Germany—October 2022.
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Identifying and Addressing the Mental and Psychosocial Needs of LGBTQ+ Migrants Across the
Migration Trajectory. World Pride 2021 Refugee, Borders, and Immigration Summit. Copenhagen,
Denmark/ Malmo, Sweden—August 2021 (online).

A Qualitative Investigation of HIV risk among SGM migrants connected to community services in Cape
Town, South Africa. SSHRC-funded International Queer Youth’s Resilience International Student
Training Network—March 2020.

Trauma and Stress Experienced by LGBTI Refugees and Migrants Before, During, and After Flight.
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). Geneva, Switzerland—September 2018.

Fostering Belonging and Community among Sexual and Gender Minority Refugees in the European
Union. Co-presented with Queer Base (Vienna) at the European Agency for Fundamental Rights
Annual Conference. Vienna, Austria—September 2018.

(Selected) National
Research By, With, and For the Queer Community—Rutgers LGBTQIA+ Faculty Affinity Network—
Douglass Library—forthcoming, January 2025.

Trauma-Informed Qualitative Interviewing. ResilienceCon 2023—Life Paths Research Center, Nashville,
Tennessee—April 2023.

A Framework for Clinical Practice with LGBTQ+ Asylum Seekers—New Center of Excellence on
LGBTQ+ Behavioral Health Equity (University of Maryland School of Social Work)—January 2022.

Trauma, Minority Stress and its Mental Health Impacts on LGBTQ+ People—Society of Psychiatric
Advanced Practice Nurses of NJ Fall 2021 Conference (Societal Issues and Mental Health
Interventions)—November 2021.

Promoting Mental Health and Resilience of SGM Newcomers in Community Settings—Interfaith-Rise,
Highland Park, New Jersey—July 2021.

LGBTQ+ Individuals: Progress Made and Challenges Ahead—Nestle Health Sciences, North America,
Bridgewater, New Jersey—May 2021.

Minority Stress and its Mental Health Impacts on LGBTQ+ People—New Center of Excellence on
LGBTQ+ Behavioral Health Equity (University of Maryland School of Social Work)—May 2021.

Identifying and Addressing Social and Health Inequalities among LGBTQ+ Migrants. Center for
LGBTQ+ Health Equity, USC Suzanne Dworak-Peck School of Social Work—March 2021.

A Framework for Clinical Practice with LGBTQI Asylum Seekers: Bridging the Research-Practice Gap.
American Psychological Association’s Division 44 Webinar Series—April 2020.

Trauma, Mental Health, Social Integration, and Resilience among Sexual and Gender Minority Refugees.

Florida International University’s (FIU) School of Social Work at Robert Stempel College Doctoral
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Traumatic Stress among LGBTQ Migrants. Arizona State University’s InQueery—an interdisciplinary
collaborative that aims to enhance the field of study related to sexual orientation, gender identity and
gender expression—November 2018.

Trauma and LGBTQ People: Assessment and Intervention. Lehman College Department of Social
Work—November 2018.

Refugees Like and Unlike Other Refugees: Traumatic Experiences of LGBTQ+ Individuals from MENA
and Asia who Migrated to the E.U.— Silver School of Social Work and Hochscule RheinMain
Summer School (Human Rights and Social Justice in Social Work Research and Practice:
Perspectives from Germany and the USA)—July 2018.

Trauma in the LGBT Community—Hackensack University Medical Center—March 2016.

Incorporating Minority Stress Theory into Practice with Sexual Minority Populations—Rutgers Center of
Alcohol Studies: 2015 Summer School of Addiction Studies—July 2015.

Examining Trauma in the LGBT Community—New Y ork University Silver School of Social Work &
Institute for Community Living’s Pride to Prejudice Conference—June 2015.

LGBT-Affirmative Clinical Practice with LGBTQ Youth—Community Treatment Solutions, Moorestown,
New Jersey—January 2014.

Training Supervisors to Recognize and Prevent Racial and Sexual Orientation Microaggressions in the
Workplace—Clinical Work with the Corporate Employee, Institute for Families—Rutgers University
School of Social Work—1June 2012.

Trauma-Informed Clinical Practice with LGB Populations—Third Annual Psychiatric Nursing Update,
Bergen Regional Medical Center—May 2012.

Conceptual and Diagnostic Issues Related to Posttraumatic Stress Disorder: Implications for DSM-5 and
Clinical Practice—Rutgers University School of Social Work Continuing Education Event—

February 2012.
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International

Alessi, E. J., Robles, G., and Zuch, M.* (2025, August). Community-engaged research with Latino sexual
minority migrant men in the US: Insights and lessons learned. Paper presentation at the LGBTQI+
Forced Migration Symposium (Rainbow Railroad and Williams Institute). Universidad Nacional
Auténoma de México (UNAM), Mexico City.

Alessi, E. J., Alexander, L.,* Parekh, M., Aziz, A., & Zadeh, L. (2024, November). Proving one’s
worth.: Qualitative exploration of LGBTQ+ asylum in the UK from perspectives of affected
individuals and providers. Paper presentation at the 2" Queer(ying) Asylum Symposium. University
of East London, England.

Alessi, E .J., Dentato, M. P., Craig, S., & Kahn, S. (2024, June). Conducting trauma-informed focus

groups: Working with research participants to safely share their stories. Paper presentation at the
International Association for Social Work with Groups, Madrid, Spain.
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Craig, S. L., Pascoe, R., Alessi, E. J., Dentato, M. P., & Brooks, A. (2024, June). Leveraging youth voice
in advisory groups: Empowering LGBTQ+ youth and informing research through a virtual
international bilingual youth board. Paper presentation at the International Association for Social
Work with Groups, Madrid, Spain.

Dentato, M. P., Alessi, E. J., & Craig, S. L. (2024, June). Building effective task groups: Creating a
regional network of interprofessional behavioral health student training programs. Paper

presentation at the International Association for Social Work with Groups Annual Symposium,
Madrid, Spain.

Alessi, E. J., Alexander, L.,* Lee, Y. G.* Lynn, M.,** Aziz, A., Fletcher, C., & Zadeh, L. (2023,
November). How do legal aid cuts in the UK impact LGBTQ+ people seeking asylum?: Perspectives
from providers and directly affected people. Paper presentation at the 1% Queer(ying) Asylum
Symposium. The University of Nottingham, Nottingham, England.

Alessi, E. J., Kahn, S., Lee, Y. G.,” Tarusarira, W., & Chikalogwe Pilirani, V. (2023, November). The use
of arts- and theatre-based methods to facilitate sexual health and wellness for gay/bisexual men and
transgender women migrants in Cape Town, South Africa: Preliminary findings from Externalize and
Mobilize! Paper presentation at the 1* Queer(ying) Asylum Symposium. The University of
Nottingham, Nottingham, England.

Alessi, E. J., Cheung, S.,* Greenfield, B.,* Yu, M.,* Giwa, S., & Kahn, S. (2021, July). Family,
friendship, and strength among LGBTQ+ migrants in Cape Town, South Africa: A qualitative
understanding. Paper presentation at the 2021 Migration Conference, London, England. [online]

Alessi, E. J. (2020, July). Sex work and HIV risk among SGM migrants in Cape Town. Paper presentation
at the International LGBTQ Psychology Conference: Preaching to the Choir, Prague. [conference
canceled]

Kahn, S., & Alessi, E. J. (2018, July). Crossing boundaries, crossing borders: Forced migration and
resettlement for queer refugees: Parts I and II. Panel co-organizers for the 17" International
Association for the Study of Forced Migration Conference, Thessaloniki, Greece.

Alessi, E. J. (2018, July). ‘If you are not mentally good, everything will seem not livable’: An examination
of the mental health of LGBTQ refugees and asylum seekers in Austria and the Netherlands. Paper
presentation at the 17" International Association for the Study of Forced Migration Conference,
Thessaloniki, Greece.

Alessi, E. J., & Wieland, R.** (2018, July). Understanding the Dublin Regulation: Tracking the lived
experiences of ‘Dublin’ for queer asylum seekers. Paper presentation at the 17" International
Association for the Study of Forced Migration Conference, Thessaloniki, Greece.

Alessi, E. J. (2018, June). Contemporary directions in LGBT-affirmative psychotherapy: An examination
of group approaches as well as the mechanisms of change. Panel organizer for the Society for
Psychotherapy Research 49™ International Annual Meeting, Amsterdam.

Alessi, E. J., & Dillon, F. R., & Austin, A. (2018, June). The therapeutic relationship mediates the

relation between LGB-affirmative practice and psychological well-being. Paper presentation at the
Society for Psychotherapy Research 49™ International Annual Meeting, Amsterdam.
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Alessi, E. J., Dentato, M. P., Austin, A., & Craig, S. C. (2018, June). The mental health treatment needs
of hypermarginalized LGBT clients. Structured discussion at the Society for Psychotherapy Research
49" International Annual Meeting, Amsterdam.

Kahn, S., & Alessi, E. J. (2016, July). LGBTQ forced migrants — Considering extraordinary events and
everyday activities in protection and settlement. Panel organizers for the 16™ International Association
for the Study of Forced Migration Conference, Poznan, Poland.

Alessi, E. J. (2016, July). Violence, victimization, and mental health: A qualitative study of LGBT
refugees and asylees in the US and Canada pre- and post-migration. Paper presentation at the 16"
International Association for the Study of Forced Migration Conference, Poznan, Poland.

Alessi, E. J., Dillon, F. R., & Kim, M. S.* (2014, June). Using social cognitive theory to understand
determinants of lesbian and gay affirmative practice among heterosexual therapists. Paper
presentation at the Society for Psychotherapy Research 45™ International Annual Meeting,
Copenhagen.

Dillon, F. R., Alessi, E. J., Craig, S. L., Ebersole, R. C., Kumar, S. M., & Spadola, C. (2015, August).
Developing the Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual Affirmative Counseling Self-Efficacy Inventory - Short
Form (LGB-CSI-SF). Poster presentation at the annual convention of the American Psychological
Association, Toronto, Canada.

Alessi, E. J., Dillon, F. R., & Kim, M. S.* (2013, June). Determinants of gay affirmative psychotherapy
among therapists practicing in the United States. Paper presentation at the 1% International
Conference on LGBT Psychology and Related Fields, Lisbon, Portugal.

National
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Alexander, L.,* Hutchison, C.,* Gambir, K., & Alessi, E. J. (January 2025). Addressing the needs of
cisgender, heterosexual men and LGBTIQ+ survivors of sexual violence: A scoping review of service
delivery and funding priorities among humanitarian organizations. Poster presentation at the Society
of Social Work and Research 29" Annual Conference, Seattle.

Alessi, E. J., Hutchison, C.,* Alexander, L.,* & Gambir, K. (2024, September). Are the needs of
cisgender, heterosexual men and LGBTQI+ survivors of sexual violence addressed by humanitarian
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